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I am very happy to bring to 

you this first issue of the Eco-

logical Society Newsletter! 

The idea to launch such news-

letters is not novel. There are 

many newsletters in circula-

tion. Many a time, they per-

tain to a specific subject like 

birding. However, the launch 

of this newsletter from Eco-

logical Society has some special reasons. 

Our students, alumni, researchers, field ex-

perts, and individuals in our network working 

on environmental and social issues, are the 

foundation of the Ecological Society. You are 

intimately connected with us through the 

years. Many of you wish to have a continuous 

exchange of ideas and energy to experiment 

in the area of sustainability, whether non-

profit or entrepreneurship. This newsletter 

will help us to have such an exchange. 

Also, there are many events and 

projects happening in Ecological 

Society. We want participation 

from all nature lovers, like 

minded thinkers and NGOs. I 

hope the newsletter will con-

nect us with such like-minded 

people. 

Even small conservation efforts 

are like stepping stones for 

natural organisms to live in a wider landscape. If 

such efforts increase, it will help nature to revi-

talize. Recognition of such efforts in this News-

letter may inspire many more for action of con-

servation. 

I hope you will like this issue of the Newsletter 

and become a regular reader. We look forward 

to your feedback. 

 

Editorial | From the Chairmanõs pené. 

Ecological Society - Vision and Mission 

Newsletter   

The Ecological Society was founded in March 1982 by Shri 

Prakash Gole. The other founding members were Dr. (Mrs.) 

Swati Gole, Dr. and Mrs. Wadia, Dr. S.V. Bhave, Late Mr. L.G. 

Rajwade, former Chief Secretary, Government of Maharashtra, 

Late Mr. Keskar - Director Town Planning, Government of Ma-

harashtra and Late Mr. J.S. Tilak, Chairman, Legislative Council 

of  Maharashtra. Over the years, the Society has always placed 

values and ethics in the highest priority.  

The Ecological Society will continue to be a renowned and well 

known NGO in socio-ecological education and research.  The Soci-

ety continues to profess the fundamental principles of ecosys-

tems conservation, sustainability, and nature restoration, cou-

pled with livelihood generation.   It will strive to create the 

ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ άbŀǘǳǊŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ōǊŜŜŘ ƻŦ 

scientists, natural resource managers, social workers, and edu-

cators, who can apply these principles in furthering the vision of 

the Society.  Ecological economics and its close linkage with ma-

terial and energy use shall be important tenets for the ES work. 

ES shall contribute in creating conscientious consumers in the 

modern society.  It strives to be an enabler of ecological entre-

preneurship, ecological and developmental advocacy.  ES shall 

contribute to policy development on conservation and sustain-

ability. In all these endeavours, the Ecological Society will meas-

ure its impact by defining desired outcomes.  

ES cares about the scale of impact that it creates rather than the 

scale of the organization itself. We will collaborate with other 

NGOs, the government, and citizens to realize our vision. 
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A response to TSR Subramanian Committee Report - Yogesh Pathak 

 
The government of India appointed TSR Subramanian Commit-
tee in August 2014 to review key environmental laws.  
 
The committee proposes an Environment Law Management Act 
(ELMA), with dedicated new authoritiesτNational Environment 
Management Authority (NEMA) and State Environment Man-
agement Authority (SEMA)τto evaluate environmental clear-
ance, and provide for single window clearance. ! άŦŀǎǘ ǘǊŀŎƪέ 
mechanism for roads, railways and transmission lines, power 
and mining projects and for other projects of national impor-
tance may also be considered.  
 
The link to the report is envfor.nic.in/sites/default/files/press-
releases/Final_Report_of_HLC.pdf 
 
The government invited comments from the public and NGOs 
on this report. However there was a limit of 1000 characters. 
Below is the long form version of the comments submitted by 
Ecological Society: 
 
¦ƴǘƛƭ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ΨCƻǊŜǎǘΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎƻ тл҈ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ ŦƻǊ Ψƴƻ ƎƻΩ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ 
At present one may find forest with 70% canopy very rare, so 
there is a real and serious danger of losing good forest with say 
50-60% canopy. 
 
The primary reliance on project promoters to take care of the 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ΨǳǘƳƻǎǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀƛǘƘΩ ƛǎ ǊƛǎƪȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
doing their real job ς ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 
for all future generations to come. Should we only focus on 
ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
sustainable natural resources exist for all our future genera-

tions? In this context, we may want to consider a fresh defini-
tion of development which focuses on well-being rather than 
sheer income growth.  Also relevant will be our ability to pro-
vide distributive justice in case of natural resources and their 
sustainable use.   
 
Clearance for divergence of forest land  & removal of the condi-
ǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DǊŀƳ {ŀōƘŀ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ōȅǇŀǎǎŜǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
manage the commons ς this clause is not acceptable to the 
Society. 
 
The report proposes primary reliance on satellite imagery to 
determine natural areas. This is risky, as many ecosystems may 
ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ άǘƘƛŎƪ ƎǊŜŜƴέ ƛƴ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎΦ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎΣ 
dry lands, grasslands, scrub lands may all be thriving ecosys-
tems supporting precious biodiversity and livelihoods, but sat-
ŜƭƭƛǘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ Ƴŀȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƭƻƻƪ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ άǿŀǎǘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎέΦ ! 
technology-ŎŜƴǘǊƛŎ άǎǇŜŜŘȅέ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŘŜǾƻƛŘ ƻŦ 
ground truthing, ecological fact-finding and community involve-
ment, will compromise our natural resources. 
 
The landscape approach with ecosystem management must be 
promoted. There is no thrust on employment generation in the 
conservation & restoration sector. The committee should focus 
on this point. Environmental reconstruction cost and corre-
sponding fund should be redefined 
 
Social forestry - Energy plantation should be promoted (with 
ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘύ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ{ŀŎǊŜŘ 
ƎǊƻǾŜΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ !ŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ 
social forestry will be pollination for agriculture, cattle fodder, 
improved micro-climate and as a gene bank for endemic spe-
cies. 

Planetary Boundaries 

Five years ago a group of scientists unveiled nine biologi-
Ŏŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ άōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎέ that humankind 
should not cross in order to keep the Earth a livable place. 
To its peril, the world had already crossed three of those 
safe limits: too much carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, 
too rapid a rate of species loss and too much pouring of 
nitrogen into rivers and oceansτprimarily in the form of 
fertilizer runoff. Now we have succeeded in transgressing 
a fourth limit: the amount of forestland being bulldozed 
or burned out of existence. Less and less forest reduces 
ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜ 
and to produce water vapor, crucial to plant life. The on-

ƎƻƛƴƎ ƭƻǎǎ ŀƭǘŜǊǎ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ energy is ab-
sorbed or reflected across wide regions, which itself can 
modify climate. 
 
The nine boundaries are : 
>> Climate change 
>> Change in biosphere integrity (biodiversity loss ) 
>> Stratospheric ozone depletion 
>> Ocean acidification 
>> Biogeochemical flows (phosphorus and nitrogen cycles) 
>> Land-system change (eg. deforestation) 
>> Freshwater use 
>> Atmospheric aerosol loading (microscopic particles in the atmos-
phere that affect climate and living organisms) 
>> Introduction of novel entities (e.g. organic pollutants, radioactive  
materials, micro-plastics).  

http://envfor.nic.in/sites/default/files/press-releases/Final_Report_of_HLC.pdf
http://envfor.nic.in/sites/default/files/press-releases/Final_Report_of_HLC.pdf
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2010/03/19/is-earth-past-the-tipping-point/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2010/03/19/is-earth-past-the-tipping-point/
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Species of the month | Erythrina suberosa, Pangara, Buch Pangara 

Family- Leguminosae  

Flowering period- Feb to March 
Fruiting period- March to May 

Habitat- very common in dry deciduous 
forest of Sahyadri, commonly seen in 
moist deciduous forest around Pune on 
the way to Panshet, Mulashi, Lonavala, 
Satara.  
 
Birds like mynas, bulbul, flowerpeckers, 
sunbirds and leaf birds; and even insect like ants are attracted to the nectar filled 
flowers.  

Book Review | The Third Curve - Mansoor Khan 

For all economies of the world, the mantra seems to be growth and only growth. Growth is almost a 
ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ƻƴƭȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ /ǳǊǾŜ ς The End of 
DǊƻǿǘƘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘέ aŀƴǎƻƻǊ YƘŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳǘƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎπ
tions a GDP based on growth.  

With the help of two curves - one being a bell curve depicting fossil fuel availability and the other be-
ing the consumption curve of fuel which is exponential, based on statistical data, the author sets out to 
argue that the exponential consumption of fossil fuel cannot last much longer. He proposes that the 
world has already crossed peak oil production and must wake up to this fact. He candidly declares that 

this book is not about morality, justice, equity and environmental consciousness but about showing the limits of the planet 
which are ignored by mainstream economics. He suggests moving from the current consumption state of fossil fuels to-
wards a low energy consumption state based on solar energy.  

He analyses solutions suggested by various stakeholders ς solar energy, natural gas, wind and others. In this analysis, the 
author uses five rules which he terms as Energy Rules which must be considered. With these rules, the author judges each 
of the alternatives and finally proposes his own alternative which is much like the tenets of Gandhian economics. Making a 
very interesting reading, this book is profusely illustrated and uses various data sources. The central arguments thus stand 
out to be acceptable, however, his proposed alternatives can be debated.  

Alumni Initiatives | Prachi Mahurkar - Back to nature 

L ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ нлмн-13 and experi-
enced a transformation in my mindset. We had 
bought agricultural land near Nagpur and we 
started exploring alternatives. In Pune, we partici-
pated regularly in environmental activities, how-
ever, we wanted a major change.  Last year we 
took a decision to leave Pune and shifted to Nag-
pur. 

Our piece of land has nearly thirty percent forest 
cover and there is a stream too. Without disturb-
ing anything, we made contour trenches and pits 
for water percolation. We have built a small hut with local mate-

rial and protected the land with a fence.  This year, there are 
ten species of grasses which provide high quality 
biomass to land. Plantations of some fruit trees 
and some vegetables have been undertaken 
now. With this, we recognized the importance of 
changing our lifestyle too. 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ άbƛǎŀǊƎŀȅŀƴ {ƘƛōƛǊέΣ 
Science Workshops at schools, bird watching and 
others are being undertaken by us now. The re-
ŎŜƴǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ Ψ{ŜŜŘ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩ ƛƴ bŀƎǇǳǊ ǿŀǎ 
a great success. For the next big step, our family 

is considering permanent shifting to our farm leaving Nagpur. 



About the Newsletter 

Pictorial report  - Coastal ecosystem study tour 

With over 450 students of the Ecological Society, we felt a 

need to connect with like-minded people and increase the 

outreach of the Ecological Society.  

With this view, we bring you this Newsletter once every 

month, alternating between an English issue and a Marathi 

one. We seek contributions from our alumni for future issues. 

We also request your feedback and suggestions to make the 

newsletter more relevant and useful to the audience.  

Of particular interest are alumni activities, programs and 

publications - do mail us if you wish to share these.  

Mails may please be sent to Suhas Sapatnekar / Gurudas 

Nulkar at  ecological.society@gmail.com 

Locals report that the number of croco-

diles in the Vashisthi estuary have in-

creased. 

Panchanadi - a short river meets the sea 

near Kolthare. Otters have been re-

corded here in winter. 

Sand anemones were reported on the 

Tamasteerth-Ladghar beach. 

Brown headed barbets are common. 

They are vocal in the mornings and for-

age on ficus and other fruits. 

This is a juvenile Spotted Eagle. Its par-

ent is sighted for the last 4 years on the 

Savitri estuary at Govalkot.  

Barnacles make interesting patterns on 

the rocky beach at Ladghar. 

The student of the batch of 2014-15 of the Ecological Society completed the popular coastal camp in January 2015. 
The studies undertaken included rocky and sandy beaches, mangrove forests, coastal village life and flora and 
fauna. Areas covered were Guhaghar, Chiplun, Tamasteerth, Ladghar, Murud and Anjarle. Here is a pictorial report 
on the important findings.  

This newsletter is published by the Ecological Society every month, for internal circulation only. Views expressed in the articles are of the authors themselves. 

Suggest a name for the Newsletter 

We would like to give a nice name to the Newsletter and in-

vite suggestions from readers! 

 

 

 

 

We are revamping the website and it will now have all issues 

of the Journal of Ecological Society! The new site would be up 

by end March 2015.  

www.ecological-society.org  


